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A  Word  to  All  the  Constituents  of  the  Seminary* 

{Verbum  Sapienti  Satis.) 

This  institution  is  just  entering  upon  its  eighty-third  ses- 
sion. It  opened  its  doors  in  Lexington,  Oglethorpe  county, 
Georgia,  in  January,  1829,  in  the  home  of  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Goulding.  There  it  continued  for  about  a  year,  with  an 
enrollment  of  five  students,  and  with  Mr.  Goulding  for  its 
sole  professor.  In  January,  1830,  it  was  transferred  to  its 
present  site  in  the  city  of  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  where 
it  occupies  one  of  the  handsomest  squares  in  a  handsome 
city.  The  intervening  years,  while  marked  by  not  a  few 
vicissitudes,  have  nevertheless  been  years  of  fruitfulness. 
While  it  has  not  yet  attained  to  the  goal  that  was  in  the 
mind  of  those  who  founded  it,  Columbia  Seminary  has 
abundantly  justified  their  sagacity,  and  has  amply  repaid 
their  self-denying  labors  and  liberality.  And  today  its 
largest  opportunities  are  yet  before  it;  nor  is  it  too  much 
to  hope  that  what  is  true  of  its  opportunities  will  prove  to 
be  true  also  of  its  achievements.  Certainly  no  one  acquainted 
with  its  achievements  in  the  past,  if  he  have  an  intelligent 
love  for  our  Church,  can  fail  earnestly  to  pray  that  such  may 
indeed  be  the  case. 

Speaking  of  opportunity,  it  will  be  well  to  remember  that, 
whereas  in  1830  the  total  population  of  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Alabama  and  Florida  was  but  1,625,265  souls,  in 

*This  Bulletin  is  a  reprint  of  an  article  that  appeared  in  The  Presby- 
terian of  the  South,  October  19,  1910. 


1900  it  was  5,913,886.  To-day  it  must  be  7,000,000  or  more. 
And  tomorrow?  Well,  it  is  at  least  safe  to  say  that  no  part 
of  our  common  country  has  brighter  prospects  for  the  future 
than  has  the  South ;  and  nowhere  in  all  the  South  is  there 
a  fairer  or  more  fertile,  a  richer,  or  a  more  inviting  section 
than  that  included  in  the  four  States  just  named.  Unless  all 
signs  are  misleading  in  far  less  than  another  eighty  years 
the  7,000,000  of  today  will  have  become  21,000,000.  And 
with  the  increase  of  population  will  come  a  vast  access  of 
material  development  and  a  heaping  up  of  wealth.  There, 
then,  is  the  opportunity.  A  blind  man  cannot  fail  to  see  it. 
Nor  is  the  peril  and  responsibility  of  it  less  obvious.  The 
men  who  founded  Columbia  Seminary,  founded  it  in  fore- 
sight of  the  7,000,000  souls  who  are  today  within  this  terri- 
tory— yes,  and  in  foresight  to  the  millions  more  who  are 
surely  coming  to  make  our  fields,  our  forests,  our  factories, 
our  mines  yi-eld  up  their  wealth,  to  develop  our  water  pow- 
ers, to  open  our  waterways,  to  cover  the  whole  face  of 
our  territory  with  a  network  of  railways,  and  to  build 
within  our  borders  populous  cities,  with  all  of  their  possi- 
bilites  for  good  and  for  evil.  It  is  inconceivable  that  sires 
who  saw  these  things  afar  off,  and  planned  for  them  should 
have  begotten  sons  who  cannot  see  them  even  when  they  are 
thrusting  themselves  in  our  very  faces,  or  seeing  them  can 
let  the  work  at  which  their  fathers  wrought  so  earnestly, 
yes,  and  so  successfully,  fail  of  its  intended  goal. 

Again,  speaking  of  achievement :  By  God's  blessing, 
bestowed  largely  through  the  laborers  trained  in  Columbia 
Seminary,  the  8,583  Presbyterians  who  founded  that  institu- 
tion have  now  become  67,562.  Is  there  any  good  reason  to 
doubt  that  if  the  67,562  Presbyterians  of  today  are  true 
to  themselves,  to  their  Seminary,  and  to  those  who  are  to 
come  after  them,  they  will,  within  the  next  twenty-five  years, 
have  become  not  less  than  135,000.  In  other  words,  within 
the  next  twenty-five  years  there  ought  to  be  within  the 
bounds  of  the  four  Synods  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Ala- 
bama and  Florida  as  many  Presbyterians  as  there  were  in 
our  entire  Church  in  the  year  1885.  One  sometimes  won- 
ders whether  our  people  ever  permit  their  thoughts  to  run 


forward  and  contemplate  the  possibilities  of  expansion  that 
are  ahead  of  us;  and  whether  they  are  wisely  planning  to 
convert  these  possiblities  into  realities.  If  so  they  would 
do  well  to  think  upon  the  following  words  of  those  who  gave 
them  Columbia  Seminary — wrought  into  that  institution 
their  hopes,  their  prayers,  their  labors,  their  money :  "With- 
out an  increase  of  our  ministry  how  can  our  destitutions  be 
supplied?  The  matter  is  well  settled  we  cannot  look  for 
much  aid  beyond  our  own  bounds."  They  believed,  and 
believed  truly,  that  the  law  of  self-help  applies  as  rigorously 
to  natural  groups  of  churches  as  it  does  to  any  other  natural 
group.  They  believed  that  if  the  churches  of  this  section 
are  to  have  an  adequate  supply  of  ministers,  they  will  have 
to  consecrate  their  own  sons  to  this  sacred  office,  and  train 
them  somewhere  within  this  part  of  our  common  Church. 
They  were  not  ignorant  of  the  law  of  supply  and  demand. 
But  they  believed,  and  believed  truly,  that  a  seminary  in 
this  section  of  the  Church — if  only  the  hearts  of  the  people 
were  towards  it — would  tend  at  once  to  create  a  demand  for 
the  gospel,  and  provide  a  supply  of  ministers  to  meet  the 
demand.  They  had  at  least  a  little  insight  into  a  truth  of 
which  some  among  us  seem  altogether  to  have  lost  sight — 
namely,  that  the  true  measure  of  any  Church's  progress  is 
to  be  found  in  its  willingness  and  its  ability  to  care  for  its 
weakest  churches,  and  to  penetrate  into  new  fileds.  Our 
zvcak  churches,  let  it  be  remembered,  know  far  more  about 
the  lazv  of  demand  than  they  do  about  that  of  supply.  And 
there  are  whole  counties  in  each  of  the  four  Synods  where 
there  is  today  no  demand  for  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
where  there  will  never  be  any  demand  for  it,  until  we  send 
there  some  humble  home  missionary  who  will  let  them  know 
that  there  is  a  Presbyterian  Church  and  what  a  blessed  gos- 
pel it  has  to  give. 

But  to  return  and  to  conclude.  Columbia  Seminary  by 
the  sweep  of  its  influence  and  by  the  munificence  and  catho- 
licity of  its  benefits  has  proven  itself  to  be  the  agency  not 
of  any  limited  section,  but  the  ornament  and  an  indispen- 
sable organ,  of  the  Church  at  large.  Its  name  for  those  who 
either  in  the  present  or  in  the  future  care  to  inform  them- 


selves  will  be  a  synonym  for  much  that  is  best  and  most  vig- 
orous in  the  life  and  in  the  activities  of  our  beloved  Church. 
With  seventeen  years  yet  to  run  before  it  will  celebrate  its 
centennial,  and  with  less  than  half  the  number  of  candidates 
who  naturally  belong  to  its  oldest  sister  seminary,  it  has  to 
date  provided  the  Church  with  834  ministers.  No  institu- 
tion within  our  bounds  has  exerted  a  larger,  more  perma- 
nent, or  more  healthful  influence  in  shaping  the  character, 
the  policies  and  the  activities  of  our  Church.  There  is  not  a 
seminary,  and  scarcely  an  institution  of  learning  within  our 
bounds,  to  which  Columbia  Seminary  has  not  supplied  some 
of  the  brightest  ornaments  in  their  respective  faculties.  On 
every  mission  field  her  sons  have  wrought  with  fidelity,  con- 
secration and  many  tokens  of  the  divine  favor.  Our  pulpits 
have  no  better  preachers,  and  our  people  no  tenderer,  wiser, 
more  faithful  pastors  than  those  trained  for  them  in  this 
institution.  The  alumni  of  Columbia  Seminary  have  been 
among  the  wisest  and  most  efficient  friends  that  "our 
brother  in  black"  has  had  among  us ;  they  have  been  leaders 
in  stimulating  an  interest  in  home  missions,  and  in  organ- 
izing and  prosecuting  that  most  important  branch  of  the 
Church's  work.  Remove  from  our  literature  the  contribu- 
tions made  by  their  pens  and  elicited  by  their  efforts  and  it 
would  be  greatly  impoverished. 

This  beloved  institution  has  passed  through  the  throes  of 
two  civil  wars — one  political  and  the  other  ecclesiastical :  the 
last  more  disastrous  than  the  first.  It  has  survived  them 
both.  Though  greatly  crippled,  during  the  past  twenty 
years — the  period  of  its  greatest  depression — it  has  given  to 
the  Church  its  full  quota  of  the  men  of  special  promise 
among  our  younger  ministers.  Today  it  has  its  face  towards 
the  future,  in  the  confident  hope  that  God  will  yet  give  it 
the  one  thing  which,  with  His  blessing,  is  all  that  it  needs 
to  make  it  to  be  in  the  future  an  even  more  potent  and 
more  beneficent  influence  than  it  has  been  in  the  past — 
namely,  the  cordial  loyalty  of  its  entire  constituency.  May 
He  hasten  the  day.  Surely  no  lover  of  His  cause  as  repre- 
sented by  the  Presbyterian  Church  can  fail  to  add  his  hearty 
Amen. 


